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Milk Products Will Cost

More Soon

Farmers are selling out to
developers and the price of corn for
COWS is rising.

By TOM BAYLES

New York Times Regional Media Group

Too many people, not enough cows.

Milk prices, steadily climbing since the
1980s, are poised to rise again.

Farmers are selling out to developers for a
hefty profit while being squeezed by an
increase in com prices and the increasing
costs of environmental regulations.

Adding to the pressure are the hundreds of thousands of people who continue to move into
the Sunshine State every year - many of them lifelong milk drinkers.

"The number of farms has been shrinking in every state in the country and Florida is no
exception,” said Albert de Vries, a University of Florida assistant professor of dairy
sciences. "What's new is corn prices are rising due to the use of corn for ethanol
production so that corn is not available to dairy producers for feed."

It is not just milk that is going to cost you more: ice cream, cheese and other dairy products
also are likely to rise, too.

"I really don't see any quick fixes," said de Vries, who recently published a report on the
problems facing Florida dairy farmers for UF's Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences.

Other industry watchers agree.

"This ethanol competition for the cormn will be huge this year and will put some dairies out of
business," said Maggie Murphy, special projects coordinator for Southeast Milk Inc., a 340-
member cooperative of dairy farmers from Florida to North Carolina.

"It's a double-whammy. Land values make it difficult to justify continued dairy farming
coupled with the increased cost of corn.”

New environmental safeguards required in recent years, ones designed to keep the tons of
manure produced every week at dairy farms from polluting nearby waterways, are costing
an average of $1 million to put in place. It is often too much for smaller farmers to pay.

The new dynamics are already stifling dairy farmers.

The state's milk production has gradually declined from 2.46 billion pounds in 2000 to 2.27
billion pounds last year, the Florida Agricultural Statistics Service reports.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture found that the average price for a gallon of milk has
jumped more than 200 percent during the last 20 years, from $1.14 to about $3.49.

It is unclear how much higher prices could rise because of the current pressures.
Florida's already warm and humid climate already makes milk production tough for dairy

cattle that evolved during centuries of selective breeding in the more moderate climates of
northern Europe. During the summer, milk has to be shipped into Florida to meet demand
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while a surplus is shipped out during the winter.

The Sunshine State has about about 150 dairy farms left, but that total declines about 6
percent each year. Farms that remain - often larger operations - have so far ramped up
production to fill the void.

Overall, the state is still producing about 90 percent of the milk that it did in the 1980s.
DISCUSS THIS ARTICLE

Start or join a forum on this topic.

COMMENT ON A RECENT ARTICLE

I n Hai ity S|

Tests Show Snow Suffering From Recurrence of Cancer (8)
For Some Black Pastors Accepting Gay Members Means Losing Others
Hopefuls Seek Cash As Cutoff Nears
Calcila i MEaRstne Ale House Sued in Discrimination Case (7)

Sewage Flood in Northern Gaza Kills 5 (1)

Hunt Club Tract Owners Worry as Wildfire Burns (8)
Bipartisan Spirit Taking a Beating (1)

Nemechek Locks Spot As Starter All Season

Gods Solution

Obama Feeding Off Florida Fans (7)

Colorado Episcopal Church in Crisis (3)

Voters May Be Asked To Revisit Class Sizes (4)

Publix Cuts Pay To Prod Workers (42)

Humphrey Leads Gators Into Final (Four) Frontier
Feinstein calls for Attorney General Gonzales to resign
Bush to Speak at 3 Graduation Ceremonies

Top U.S. Colonel Puts Theories to Test (5)

Jewish Seminary to Admit Gays (11)

Gay Activists Arrested (73),
+ More discussion: View all article forums

g Save Money with coupons in
] this Sunday's Ledger. Subscribe Now.

Last modified: March 24. 2007 12:00AM

Back to Top
© 2007 The Ledger a
Member Agreement | Privacy Policy | Contact us Printer-Friendly Version

1 E-Mail This Article
I._|  Discuss This Article

Sponsored Links

Life of a Farm Blog

Follow the stories of a guy with 3 kids, a red tractor and 170 acres
blog.mahindrausa.com/

65 Scents-Goat Milk Soap

Lavender, Patchouli, Rose, Vanilla Almond, Lilac, Cinnamon, Apple
www.soapshed.com

WestfaliaSurge, Inc.

Your complete source for Dairy Equipment, Hygiene and Supplies.
www.westfaliasurge.us

http://www.theledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20070324/NEWS/703240335/1178 3/27/2007



