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Improving Efficiency in a Cattle Operation

F Economic efficiency

When the cost of producing a given output 

is as low as possible

F Biological efficiency

Capacity to convert feed into beef



Need to know what you expect a cow to do?

F Calve by 24 or 36 months of age

F Cow must have a calf every 365 days

F Cow must calve without assistance

F Cow must provide sufficient resources for the 

calf to reach itôs genetic potential

F Calf must be genetically capable to perform

F Cows must maintain their body condition score

F Must not be crazy (disposition)



Planning for the future

F Beef cattle have long generation intervals 

(4 to 6 years)

FYou cannot make genetic progress by altering 

directions every year to five years

F Set specific selection goals





Feeding costs comprise 50 to 

70% of total annual beef cow 

enterprise costs!!!! 



Factors that Affect Nutrient 

Requirements

F Body Weight

F Breed or Genotype

F Age

F Temperature

F Physiological State

F Previous Nutrition


